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in Benkopse employ about 18,000 workers. Pigure. ee 
true to fact; records show a strength of 13, 800 enployees as of “ 
the middie of December. 1948. 


2. During the ‘past months, the “Experimental” Department for auto- 
: -mobile tires has increased production considerably. These tirez 
et are Yreling produced solely for the purpose of barter trade, and a 
- Targe part of the production is smuggled into the American zone 
by. truck., Such illegal traffic is éeemed necessary in order to 
te the bottleneck created by the east-west blockade in 
‘the: ‘procurement of vital materials which are not produced in the 
‘Soviet zone, and which Buna as well as attached Soviet AGs need. 


3. The supply problem has become so serious that the Russian management 
at Buna installed a regular blockade-runner system. For this pur- 
pose about thirty specially trusted truck drivers employed at 
Buna were selected. They were told that certain materials had to 
be procured in.the Western Zones, that they were to be issued all 
the necessary documents, and that the police on the "other side" 
of the border had been informed, Nevertheless, the drivers were 
warned that they ran the risk of arrest, which might lead occasionalby 

to the detention in the American Jone of one or more of them for 

six to eight weeks. It was expected that such risk should be 

accepted with good grace. The drivers were assured that if such a. 

misfortune med epes them their full wages would continue through the 
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